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TWENTY-SEVENTH  BIENNIAL  REPORT 
TO 

GOVERNOR  SAM  C.  FORD 
19  4  4 

Helena,  Montana 
December  5,  1944 

Hon.  Sam  C.  Ford, 
Governor  of  Montana 
Helena,  Montana 

Dear  Sir: 

We  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  twenty-seventh  biennial 
report  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  for  the  years  1943-1944  in 
compliance  with  statute  requirements. 

We  are  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

JOSEPHINE  I.  HEFNER, 

President. 

ROY  CRISMAS,  Vice-President. 
LUELLA  WATSON 
BENJAMIN  P.  HARWOOD 
LUCINDA  B.  SCOTT,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 
of  the 

Historical  Society  of  Montana 


Helena,  Montana 
December  1,  1944 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 

Historical  Society  of  Montana, 
Mrs,  Josephine  I.  Hepner,  President. 

Members  of  the  Board: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  twenty-seventh  biennial 
report  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  for  the  years  1943-1944. 

On  February  2,  1945,  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana  will  be 
eighty  years  old,  for  it  was  incorporated  in  1865  by  the  first  legisla- 
tive assembly  in  the  first  capital  of  the  territory  of  Montana.  Our 
deepest  appreciation  and  greatest  gratitude  can  never  repay  those  young 
men  of  '65  who  had  the  vision  and  wisdom  to  foresee  how  important 
to  a  new  territory  in  the  years  to  come  such  a  project  was.  Our  His- 
torical Society,  at  a  comparatively  small  financial  cost,  is  comparable 
to  many  in  much  larger  commonwealths.  What  a  fitting  memorial  it 
would  be  if  we  could  erect  in  this  anniversary  year  a  building  dedicated 
to  those  who  built  the  foundations,  not  only  of  our  present  Historical 
Society  but  also  of  the  state  of  Montana. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  work  of  the  Historical  Society  has 
followed  the  patterns  set  by  the  distinguished  pioneers  who  were  its 
founders.  We  have  sought  to  supplement  knowledge  of  the  early  develop- 
ment of  the  territory  by  the  acquisition  of  material,  published  and  un- 
published, which  deals  with  the  various  phases  of  life  and  industry 
as  it  existed  then.  We  employ  two  means  to  this  end: 

First — Lists  of  manuscripts  and  books  listed  for  sale  are  scanned 
carefully  so  that,  within  the  limits  of  our  financial  ability,  we  may 
secure  for  the  library  all  those  that  are  valuable  to  the  student  of  early 
history  of  Montana  and  of  the  Northwest. 

Secondly — By  means  of  personal  solicitation,  and  through  the  mail 
and  newspapers,  our  wants  are  made  known  and  often  are  responded 
to  by  those  interested  and  able  to  contribute  material  of  value.  Some- 
times an  out-of-print  and  hard~to-obtain  book  is  secured  in  this  way. 
The  want  list  sent  out  this  year  follows  in  this  report. 

During  the  past  biennium  accessions  to  the  library  and  museum 
have  been  most  gratifying.  Gifts  of  museum  articles  promise  to  be 
made  in  far  greater  number  when  additional  space  for  their  exhibit 
is  acquired. 


Requests  for  information  concerning  Montana  history  have  been 
many  and  have  come  not  only  from  Montana  but  from  every  part  of 
the  Nation.  These  requests  come  principally  from  those  interested  in 
Montana's  past  and  present  history  by  reason  of  residence  or  former 
residence  in  the  state,  from  writers,  other  Historical  Societies,  school 
children  in  this  and  other  states,  and  persons  interested  in  gathering 
information  from  the  genealogical  section. 

Often  in  the  past  two  years,  citizens  of  Montana  have  noted  the 
launching  of  Liberty  ships  bearing  the  names  of  honored  Montana 
pioneers.  Early  in  1943,  at  the  request  of  the  United  States  Maritime 
Commission,  we  selected  the  names  of  twenty-five  Montana  pioneers, 
each  of  whom  had  contributed  something  special  in  his  particular  line 
of  activity  to  the  development  of  the  territory.  This  list  of  names  with 
accompanying  biographies  was  sent  to  the  Commission  for  use  in  naming 
Liberty  ships. 

Research  workers  in  the  library  have  averaged  the  usual  number. 
They  have  included  both  budding  and  successful  writers  of  fiction  and 
history  studying  historical  backgrounds;  students  writing  theses  for  de- 
grees; state  and  federal  government  employees  seeking  special  informa- 
tion for  their  particular  departments;  newswriters  and  others  interested 
in  various  aspects  of  Montana  history.  These  workers  furnish  us  with 
pride  in  the  fine  collection  of  source  material  that  the  library  has  on 
hand  and  inspiration  to  work  towards  improvement  in  its  facilities. 

The  museum  is  visited  annually  by  groups  from  various  schools,  by 
visitors  to  the  capital  city,  and  by  workers  in  similar  departments  in 
other  states.  The  museum  is  the  feature  that  is  most  popular  with 
casual  visitors  in  the  Capitol  and  yet,  in  our  own  estimation,  it  is  the 
most  unsatisfactory  portion  of  our  library.  The  reason  for  this  is  the 
lack  of  space  and  the  resultant  inability  to  seek  and  arrange  exhibits 
so  that  they  tell  the  story  of  the  development  of  the  state.  An  historical 
museum  of  this  sort  should  be  arranged  so  that  it  depicts  the  various 
stages  of  development  through  which  Montana  passed  from  the  time  of 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition  and  the  days  of  the  free  trader  and 
trapper  to  the  present  industrial  era.  Then  and  only  then  will  it  perform 
its  historical  function  which  is  also  an  educational  function.  From  this 
visual  representation,  those  who  are  strangers  may  still  grasp  some- 
thing of  the  historical  background  of  the  state. 

In  the  next  biennium  it  is  possible  that  the  Historical  Society  may 
obtain  the  new  home  that  it  has  sought  for  so  long.  If  our  hopes  m|a- 
terialize,  we  should  make  certain  that  provision  is  made  for  the 
following : 

1.  A  fireproof  building  adequate  to  house  the  possessions  of  the 
Historical  Society  for  years  to  come. 

2.  Generous  library  space  for  books,  with  reading  and  study  rooms 
adjoining. 
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3.  Museum  space  sufficient  'to  permit  the  arrangement  of  pioneer 
relics  in  a  manner  that  tells  the  story  of  their  part  in  the  life 
of  the  community  and  the  period  to  which  they  belong. 

4.  A  gallery,  properly  lighted,  for  the  display  of  the  many  pictures 
by  Montana  artists  and  of  Montana  persons  and  scenes,  which 
even  now  form  a  large,  valuable  collection. 

5.  Stack  rooms,  air-conditioned  for  the  preservation  of  the  precious 
manuscripts,  newspaper  files,  and  rare  books  which  money  could 
not  replace. 

6.  Offices  and  work  rooms  necessary  for  efficiency  and  comfort, 
including  a  room  for  microfilming  and  photostating. 

7.  Proper  equipment  throughout  the  building. 

Whether  or  not  a  new  building  is  provided,  it  will  be  necessary  as 
soon  as  possible  to  replace  the  old  wooden  stacks  in  our  north  basement 
with  steel  stacks  and  filing  cases.  The  wooden  stacks  are  a  fire  hazard 
and  are  not  dependable  for  any  length  of  time  as  the  recent  collapse  of 
these  stacks  indicated.  Their  replacement  took  a  part  of  our  appropria- 
tion which  had  much  better  been  spent  for  permanent  equipment  had 
it  been  possible  to  secure  it. 

Even  though  the  past  bienijiium's  appropriation  was  not  sufficient 
to  pay  for  the  binding  of  all  our  current  and  past  files  of  newspapers^ 
the  lack  of  man-power  in  the  binderies  may  make  it  impossible  to  use 
the  entire  amount  granted  by  the  1943  legislature  for  this  purpose. 
In  the  event  that  this  occurs,  in  all  fairness  to  the  Historical  Society, 
any  sum  not  used  should  be  added  to  the  appropriation  asked  for  the 
coming  biennium.  Completion  of  the  binding  of  all  unbound  material 
would  provide  a  worth-while  post  war  project  which  would  supply  em- 
ployment for  many  of  our  returning  men  and  women. 

The  special  appropriation  by  the  legislature  of  fifty  dollars,  made 
at  the  request  of  the  Spanish  American  War  Veterans  for  the  mounting, 
framing  and  proper  marking  of  the  flag  of  the  Montana  Squadron  of  the 
Third  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry  was  used  for  the  purpose  granted, 
and  the  flag  now  hangs  in  the  corridor  of  the  Capitol. 

This  year  again  we  are  asking  for  sufficient  appropriation  for  the 
publication,  which  the  law  makes  mandatory,  of  a  volume  of  Historical 
Contributions.  We  did  not  press  this  point  in  our  budget  for  the  past 
biennium,  for  publication  conditions  did  not  seem  favorable.  But,  if 
possible,  an  additional  volume  should  be  added  this  biennium.  The  fron- 
tier history  of  Montana,  the  romantic  story  of  those  early  territorial 
days  which  furnish  such  heroic  examples  of  what  men  and  women  of 
courage  and  high  vision  can  endure  and  attain  to  build  homes  in  a  new 
land  should  not  be  buried  in  the  steel  files  of  a  library,  but  should  be 
available  on  the  printed  page  so  that  all  who  desire  may  read. 
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As  a  department  of  a  great  state  which  prides  itself  on  meeting 
all  its  obligations,  the  Historical  Society  finds  itself  uncomfortably 
in  debt  to  those  many  states  which  annually  send  it  volumes  of  their 
historical  contributions  on  an  exchange  basis.  Montana  citizens  are  not 
proud  to  receive  and  to  give  nothing  in  return.  We  hope  this  year  an 
appropriation  for  this  purpose  will  be  granted. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  lost  by  death  during  this  biennium  a  most 
valued  member,  O.  F.  Goddard  of  Billings.  Judge  Goddard  had  con- 
tributed much  to  the  Society  during  the  many  years  of  his  service  on 
the  Board,  and  our  loss  was  great. 

Before  closing,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  great  apprecia- 
tion : 

To  Governor  Ford  and  all  departments  of  the  state  for  their  cour- 
tesy and  cooperation; 

To  you,  the  Trustees  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Montana,  for  your 
unfailing  interest  and  assistance  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  library; 

To  Mrs.  Anne  McDonnell,  whose  knowledge  of  the  resources  of  the 
library  developed  through  twenty  years  of  faithful  service  and  whose 
consistent  attitude  of  helpfulness  makes  her  an  invaluable  part  of  this 
organization ; 

And,  finally,  to  the  newspapers  and  to  all  those  persons  who  con- 
tributed material  gifts  or  who  by  their  cooperation  and  interest  con- 
tributed to  whatsoever  success  we  may  have  experienced  in  gaining  our 
objectives  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LUCINDA  B.  SCOTT,  Librarian. 


'  Books  Accessioned  During  1942-1944 


General  works,  nev/spapers,  periodicals    217 

Religion  and  philosophy    11 

Sociology    130 

Philosophy    2 

Natural  Sciences   13 

Useful  Arts   36 

Fine  Arts   :   2 

Literature    32 

History  and  Travel   340 

Biography   26 


809 

Gifts  Other  Than  Books  Received  During  1943-44,  from: 

A.  H.  Stewart,  Great  Falls,  Montana,  from  the  estate  of  his  wife,  Lou 
Stocking  Stewart — 

Map  of  the  historical  Whoop-Up  Trail,  Fort  Benton  to  McLeod, 
Canada,  made  by  H.  P.  Stanford. 

1  pair  of  Indian  moccasins  made  by  a  Gros  Ventre  squaw  in  Fort 
Benton,  1880. 

Marriage  certificates  (2)  Nov.  19,  1857  and  Jan.  17,  1865. 
Autograph  album  of  the  eighties. 

Book  of  invitations  and  programs,  Fort  Benton,  Montana,  1873. 
Album,  pictures  of  Fort  Benton  buildings,  1880. 

Picture,  meeting  of  Society  of  Montana  Pioneers,  Fort  Benton, 

Montana. 
Picture,  Carter,  Montana. 
"Poems  of  the  West,"  by  Jack  Horan. 

Manuscripts  "Fort  Benton  Memories,"  by  W.  S.  Stocking; 
"Up-River  on  the  Red  Cloud,"  by  Lou  Stocking  Stewart. 
"Reminiscences  of  Pioneer  Life,"  by  Lou  Stocking  Stewart. 

Miscellaneous  items  of  historical  interest. 

Charles  E.  Gaddis,  Fort  Logan,  Montana — 

Way  bills,  receipts  and  trader's  license,  1876. 
Day  books,  trading  post,  Camp  Baker  (2)  1874-1880. 
Ledger,  trading  post.  Camp  Baker  (1)  1871-1876. 
Stage  line  way-bill  books  (2),  Camp  Baker. 
Stock  record  book,  Gaddis  &  Bryan. 
Pictures  of  Fort  Logan  and  surroundings. 

Albert  W.  Tinney,  Malta,  Montana. 

Typed  copy  of  Journal  of  Overland  Trip,  1864,  Omaha  to  Virginia 
City,  M.  T.,  by  William  Tinney. 
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Mrs,  John  L.  Thurman,  Simms,  Montana — 

Collection  of  Indian  arrow  heads  and  artifacts  gathered  by  her 
husband,  John  L.  Thurman,  in  the  vicinity  of  Great  Falls  and 
Sun  River,  Montana. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Curran,  Billings,  Montana — 

Ledgers  (2)  of  the  firm  of  Leighton  &  Jordan,  post  traders  at  Fort 
Buford,  D.  T.,  1872-1873. 

R.  A.  O'Hara,  Hamilton,  Montana — 

Set  of  photographs  of  the  Marcus  Daly  home,  Bitter  Root  Valley, 
Montana. 

E.  E.  Dickerson,  Warm  Springs,  Montana — 

Register  of  the  Warm  Springs  Hotel,  1885-1891. 

Richard  Sutton,  Brandon,  Vt. 

Six  framed  photographs  by  L.  A.  Huffman,  of  eastern  Montana 
scenes. 

Mrs.  S.  L.  Banks,  Portland,  Oregon. 

Mirror  and  leather  frame  worn  by  Sioux  Indian  about  1867. 

F.  C.  Krieg,  Billings,  Montana — 

Photographs  (9)  of  Fort  Ellis  and  Fort  C.  F.  Smith. 

Family  of  Col.  J.  J.  McGuinness — 

Framed  photograph  of  their  father,  the  late  Col.  J.  J.  McGuinness. 

Mrs.  Helen  Braun,  Park  City,  Montana — 

Ten  volumes  of  typed  copies  of  newspaper  items  relating  to  Park 
City  and  vicinity,  1876-1931,  entitled  "History  in  Items.  Garden 
Spot  of  the  Yellowstone."  This  collection  represents  years  of 
patient  and  intelligent  research  by  Mrs.  Braun  and  will  be 
a  valuable  source  of  information  to  future  students  of  the  his- 
tory of  that  region. 

Typed  copy  of  diary  kept  by  William  H.  White,  U.  S.  Army,  Fort 
Ellis,  M.  T.,  January-July  16,  1876. 

Jess  Wilkinson,  Clancy,  Montana — 

Charter  No.  30,  Clancy,  Montana,  Western  Federation  of  Miners, 
Oct.  13,  1894. 

Minute  book  of  Clancy  Miners'  Union  Nof  30,  1894-1896. 
Pictures  of  Clancy,  Lump  City  and  Hartford,  Montana. 

University  of  Oregon  Library — 

Two  albums,  views  of  Granite  Mountain  Range,  Montana. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Erickson,  Helena,  Montana — 

Three  pictures  of  Helena  and  homes  occupied  by  the  governors  of 
Montana,  territorial  and  state. 
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Provincial  Library,  Victoria,  B.  C,  Canada — 

Two  pictures  of  Angus  McDonald,  Hudson's  Bay  Trader  of  Flathead 
Valley,  Montana. 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Dana,  Great  Falls,  Montana — 

Album  of  photographs,  also  the  loan  of  a  manuscript  for  copying, 
clipping  of  an  autobiographical  sketch  of  her  husband,  E.  L. 
Dana,  who  is  one  of  the  prominent  stockmen  of  Montana.  The 
manuscript  which  we  were  allowed  to  copy  contained  the  story 
of  an  overland  trip  to  California  in  1850  by  Abraham  Given. 

Provincial  Library,  Edmonton,  Canada — 

Typed  copy  of  the  Fort  Edmonton  Journal,  1854-1855;  1855-1856. 

Dan  Bowman,  Richmond,  Virginia,  (formerly  of  Knowlton,  Montana)  — 
Collection  of  maps,  clippings,  letters  from  Gen.  W.  C.  Brown,  W.  M. 
Camp  and  Luther  North  on  the  location  and  marking  of  battle 
sites  in  eastern  Montana. 

Miss  Alta  Sanders,  Helena,  Montana — 
Handmade,  fringed  buckskin  coat. 

Mrs.  Emma  McGillvray  estate. 

Mounted  American  eagle  and  a  large  iron  lock  from  one  of  the  first 
business  houses  in  Blackfoot  City. 

Clinton  Connor,  Helena,  Montana — 

A  muzzle-loading  shotgun  owned  by  his  father,  John  M.  Connor. 

J.  S.  Hughes,  Helena,  Montana — 

Japanese  hand  grenade,  bomb  and  shells,  bit  of  dirt  from  Midway 
Island,  currency  from  Hawaii  and  Chile. 

Fort  Shaw  high  school  students — 

Typed  copy  of  a  "History  of  Fort  Shaw"  compiled  by  students  of 
the  English  Department  of  the  school. 

Elizabeth  Scott  Barclay  estate,  San  Diego,  Calif.  (Mrs.  Barclay  was 
a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Chas.  M.  Jefferis  of  Helena,  Montana)  — 
Two  large  Navajo  blankets. 
One  small  Navajo  blanket  on  loom. 
One  woven  bag. 

Eight  woven  baskets — 5  small  and  3  large. 

Two  large  bead  and  bone  necklaces. 

One  round  collar. 

Two  pairs  beaded  moccasins. 

One  beaded  pipe  bag. 

One  small  beaded  pouch. 

One  large  pouch,  containing  beads  from  Snake  River,  bone  and 
bead  ornaments,  Indian  buttons,  etc. 

Two  ceremonial  pipes,  one  large,  carved  wooden  handle  and  pipe- 
stone  bowl,  carved,  one  small,  same. 

Two  woven  fans,  one  small  and  one  large. 
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City  of  Helena,  Montana — 

Three  plats,  Benton  Avenue  cemetery,  old  cemetery  west  of  town 
and  Forestvale  cemetery. 

Rev.  W.  Steidle,  Elbert,  Colorado — 

Large  spear  head  found  years  ago  on  the  Joseph  E.  HoUenback 
ranch  at  Canyon  Creek,  Montana. 

Mrs.  Harold  Archibald,  Havre,  Montana — 

Carbon  copies  of  articles  written  by  her  mother,  Mrs.  Martha  E. 
Plassman. 

Mrs.  Mildred  Siperly,  Great  Falls,  Montana — 

Letter  written  from  Virignia  City,  Montana,  July  29,  1865. 

Oregon  Trail  Association,  Portland,  Oregon — 
Large  illustrated  map  of  the  Oregon  Trail. 

L.  W.  Busch,  Baker,  Montana — 

Framed  photograph  of  David  Russell,  pioneer  of  Ekalaka,  Montana. 

Friends  of  Governor  Sam  C.  Ford — 

Oil  portrait  of  Governor  Sam  C.  Ford  painted  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Lochrie,  well-known  Montana  artist. 

Mrs.  Caddie  Kirkendall  Shepherd,  Helena,  Montana — 

Photograph  of  the  freight  train  owned  by  her  father,  Hugh  Kirk- 
endall. 

F.  M.  Tenney,  Great  Falls,  Montana — 

Autobiographical  sketch  of  F.  George  Heldt. 
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raSTORICAL  SOCIETY  OF  MONTANA 


Room  106,  Capitol 
Helena,  Montana 

The  Historical  Society  of  Montana  is  engaged  in  preserving  the 
story  of  Montana.  A  most  important  phase  of  its  work  is  the  gathering 
of  historical  source  material,  so  that  the  stories  and  traditions  of  pioneer 
days  may  be  preserved  for  the  present  and  succeeding  generations. 

The  Society  solicits  your  aid  in  performing  this  most  essential  task. 
Perhaps  in  your  desks,  your  homes,  or  your  attics,  you  have  material 
such  as  the  following  which  you  would  contribute  or  loan  so  that  the 
Society  could  carry  on  this  work: 

Diaries,  letters  which  describe  early  day  life,  events  or  people; 
registers  of  pioneer  hotels;  account  books  of  early  day  busi- 
nesses. 

Biographical  sketches  of  pioneers  or  prominent  persons  who  aided 

in  the  development  of  pioneer  communities. 
Historical   accounts   or   sketches   of   pioneer   businesses,  schools, 

churches,  and  social  and  fraternal  organizations. 
Photographs  of  Montana  pioneers  and  prominent  men  and  women  of 

every  period,  and  pictures  of  mines,  mills,  trading  posts,  stage 

stations,  early  transportation  agencies,  etc. 
Manuscripts,  books,  pamphlets,  etc.,  pertaining  to  Montana  and 

the  Rocky  Mountain  Northwest. 
Historical  paintings  and  paintings  by  Montana   artists,  pioneer 

relics,  and  mementos  of  historic  events  and  persons,  and  other 

articles  desirable  for  exhibition  in  the  museum. 

All  contributions  will  be  acknowledged  and  preserved  as  property 
of  the  state.  Manuscripts,  etc.,  loaned  for  copying  or  reproduction  will 
be  returned  as  promptly  as  possible.  Your  contributions  will  be  most 
appreciated  by  the  present  citizens  of  the  state,  and  to  succeeding  gen- 
erations they  will  be  even  more  valuable  for  they,  in  a  large  way,  pro- 
vide the  material  that  enables  historians  to  reconstruct  the  life  history 
of  the  various  communities  and  the  state. 

At  this  time,  the  Society  is  particularly  eager  to  acquire  material 
concerned  with  the  cattle  and  sheep  industry  for  the  period  from  1860 
to  1890.  Histories,  account  books,  pictures,  records,  etc.,  of  the  various 
outfits  that  operated  during  that  perioid  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

LUCINDA  B.  SCOTT, 

Librarian  and  Secretary  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  Montana 


